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LET TS i jt 


Of che Ricur Honounant A 
Lady M--y W---y M----e: 
+ Written, during her Trzavais in 


EUROPE, ASIA Aub AF * 
1 0 


Perſons of Diſtinctiom, Men of Letters, &c. 


in different PazTs of Eunopr. 
"WHICH CONTAIN, 


AccounTs ofthe POLICY and MANNERS 
of the TURES; 


Drawn from Sources that have been inaccefible ts 


other Travellers. 
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buy you a Greek Have. 1 
Vor. III. B 


got for 
letter, 
which 


(2] 
which 1 have put into a little box, and 


ordered the captain of the Smyrziote to 
deliver it to you with this letter. The 


tranſlation of it is 


literally as follows : 


purſe, is a lictle Pearl, whichis in Turkiſh 


known it? _ 


The firſt piece you ſhould pull out of the 


rn 


. er 


en 
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} Birleram [abat abit 
| I faint every hour! 


| Fer bixk bir umnt 


] Derdinden oldum zaban 
| I am fick with love. 


of. umir 
| May I dic, and all my years be 
yours * 


| Box aglarum ſen gu! 
| May you be pleaſed, ang your fem 


j — ae, 


[ Your price nn 0 be found. 


j — you. | 
| | Effingrilenoldum ghirs 
} I burn, I burn! my flame conſumes 


Ba Sirms, 


8 = [ 
lie 


Feber, | Bize bir ugs baer 
Fepper, | Send me an anfwer. þ 
= 
You fee this letter is all in verſe, and I 


en aſſure you, there is as much fancy 
meu in the choice of them, as in the 
moſt ſtudied expreſſions of our letters; 
| there being, I believe, a millicn of 
verſes deſigned for this uſe. There is 
. =o colour, no flower, no weed, no 


{53 
Hulk, herb, pebble, or feather, that has 
not a verſe belonging to it; and you may 
quarrel, reproach, or ſend letters of 
paſſion, friendſhip, or civility, or even 


T3 


power, or human ftrength. The me- 
mory can retain but a certain number of 
images ; and tis as impoſſible for one 
human creature to be perſect maſter of 
ten different languages, as to have, in 
pirfeft ſubjeftion, ten different king- 
doms, or to fight againſt ten men at a 
time. I am afraid I ſhall at laſt know 
node as I ſhould do. I live ina place, 
that very well repreſents the Tower of 
Babel; in Pera they ſpeak TwkiG, 
Greek, Hebrew, Armenian, Arabic, Per- 
German, Dutch, French, Engliſh, Italiat, 
. Hungarian ; and what is worſe, there are 
ten of theſe languages ſpoken in my own 
family. My grooms are Arabs, my 
fooumen French, Engliſh, and Germans; 
. my nurſe an Armenian ; my houſe maids 
_ Raſſions; half a dozen other fervants 
| _=+ my fleward an Lader; my Ja- 


181 
— 


and Italian. 


As 1 prefer Englih to all the reſt, 1 
am extremely mortified at the daily de- 
cay of it in my head, where, TI affure 
you (with grief of heart) it is reduced to 
fuch a ſmall number of words, I cannot 
recoliedt any tolerable phraſe to conclude 
my letter with, and am forced to tell 
your ntyiprery blend, that I am, 


Your ae humble E 


LE r. 


pretend it. Pera. 
to deſcribe it. Pe 
g Colas, wholly inhabied 


ther, 


(and which, tage- 


BE 
ther, andere cmmmmeret e voy fre 
town) are divided from it by the ſea, which 
is not above half fo broad as the broadeit 
part of the Thames; but the Chriſtian 
men are loath to hazard the adventures 
they ſometimes meet with amongſt the 
Levents or ſeamen (worſe monſters than 
our watermen} and the women muſt 
cover their faces to go there, which they 
have a perſect averſion to do. Ti true, 
they wear veils. in Pera, but they are 
ſuch as only ſerve to ſhew their beauty 


ſeeing it; and the French Ambaſſadreſs 
will return to France (I believe) wich- 
out ever having - been there. You'll 


wonder, Madam, to hear me add, that 


I have been there very often. The 4- 
mack, or n veil s ama > 


fn] 
only very eaſy, but agreeable to me; 
and if it was not, I would be content to 
endure ſome inconveniency to gratify a 
paſſion that is become fo powerful with 
me, as curiofity. And indeed, the pleaſure 
of going in a barge to Chelſea, is not 
comparable to that of rowing upon the- 
.canal of the fea here, where for twenty 
ſent themſelves. The Aſian fice is cover- 
delightful landſkips in nature; on the 
European, ſtands Conſtantinople, ſituat- 
<d on ſeven bhilla. The unequal heights 
make it ſeem as large again as it is (tho 


moſques, and jublick buildings, raiſed 
one above another, with as much beauty 
” _o 
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and appearance of ſymmetry as your lady- 
ſhip ever ſaw in a cabinet adorned by the 
moſt ſkilful hands, where jars ſhew them- 


babies, and candlefticks. This is a very 


odd compariſon ; but it gives me an ex- 
acc idea of the thing. I have taken care 
to ſee as much of the Seragño as is to be 
ken. It is on a point of land running 
into the ſea; a palace of prodigious ex- 
take in a large compaſs of ground, full 
of high cypreſs trees, which is all I know 
eſthem. The buildings are all of white 
None, headed on top, with gilded tur- 
ficent ; and indeed, I believe there is 
no Chriſtian King's palace half fo large. 
There are fix large courts in it, all built 
round and fet with trees, having galle- 
ries of flone; one of thoſe for the 


i 


4] 
than on any of the others, where, what 


J fancy they imagine that, having been 
once conſecrated, people, on pretence 
| of curiolity, might prophane it with 
prayers, particularly to thoſe Saints, who 


are ſtill very viſible in Moc work, and 
no other way defaced but by the decays 


of time; for it is abſolutely falſe, ti 
fo univerſally afferted, that the Turks 
defaced all the images that they found in 
the city. The dome of St. Sophie is faid 
to be one hundred and thirteen foot dia- 
meter, built upon arches, ſuſtained by 


of galleries ſupported with pillars of parti- 


vaſt pillars of marble, the pavement and 
ſair-caſe marble. There are two rows 


coloured marble, and. the whole roof 
moſaic work, part of which decays very 
_ faſt, and drops down. They preſented 
—— * 


e 
ä eee * 


1161 
ſeems to me a fort of glaſs, or that paſte 
with which they make counterfeit jewels. 
They ſhew here the tomb of the Empe- 
ror Cane, for which * a 


great veneration. 


This is a dull imperfett deſcription of 
this celebrated building ; but I under- 
ſtand architefure f little, that I am 
afraid of talking nonſenſe in endeavour- 
ing to ſpeak of it particularly. Perhaps 
] am in the wrong, but ſome Turkiſh 
Moſques pleaſe me better. That of Sul- 
tan Solymas is an exact ſquare, with four 
fine towers in the angles; in the midſt is 
2 noble Cupels ſupported with beautiful 
marble pillars ; two leſſer at the ends, 
ſupported in the ſame manner; the pave- 
ment and gallery round the Moſque, of 
marble ; under the great cupola is a 
ag Pillars, 


9 


a WO oo ²ꝛů̈n r r 
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tural marble ; on one fide is the pulpic 
of white marble, and on the other the 
Jittle gallery for the Grand Signior. A 
fine ſtair-caſe leads to it, and it is built 
is a fort of altar, where the name of 
God is written; and, before it, ſtand 
two candlefticks, as high as a'man, with 
wax candles as thick as three flambeaurz. 
The pavement is ſpread with fine car- 
vaſt number of lamps. The court lead- 
ing to it is very ſpacious, with galleries 
of marble, of green columns, covered 
with twenty-cight leaded cupola's on 
two fides, and a fine fountain of baſons 
in the midſt of it. 


Moſques in Conſtantinople. The mo- 


K nnr 3 p " 


differ in largeneſs and richneſs of mate- 


Jultana VITA s 


Pants Church would make a — 
figure near it; as any of our ſquares 
would do, near the Atlerden, or place of 
horſes, (at ſignifying a horſe in Turkiſh.) 
This was the Hippodrome, in the reign 
of the Greek Emperors. In the midit 
of ir is a brazen column of three ſerpents 
twiſted together, with their mouths gap- 
ing. ru impoſſible to learn why ſo odd 
e the Greeks can tell 
noching but fabulous legends when they 
er and there is 
Vor. III. 0 
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All the figures have their heads on; 

and I cannot forbear reſlecting again on 
the impudence of authors, who all fay 
they have not; but I dare ſwear the 
greateſt part of them never ſaw them: 
but took the report from the Greeks, 
conviftion of their own eyes, whenever 
they have invented lies to the diſhonour 
of their enemies. Were you to believe 
them, there is nothing worth ſeeing in 
there are ſeveral larger, and in my opi- 
nion, more beautiful Moſques in that 
city. That of Sultan Achmet, has this 
particularity, that its gates are of braſs. 
In all theſe Moſques there are little cha- 
pels, where are the tombs of the foun- 


C 2 The 
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The Exchanges are all noble build- 
ings, full of fine alleys, the greateſt part 
derfully neat. Every trade has its di- 
ſtin& alley, where the merchandize is dif- 
poſed in the fame order as in the New 


Exchange at London. The Biften, or 
jeweller's quarter, ſhews ſo much riches, 
fuch a vaſt quantity of diamonds, and all 
kind of precious ſtones, that they dazzle 
the fight. The embroiderers is alſo very 


glittering, and people walk here as much 
for diverſion as buſineſs. The markets 


are moſt of them handſome ſquares, and 
admirably well provided, perhaps better 
than in any other part of the world. 


I know you'll expect I ſhould ſay fome- 
thing particular of the ſlaves; and you 
will imagine me half a Turk, when I 
don't ſpeak of it with the ſame horror 


[21] 
But Icannot forbear applauding the hu- 
manity of the Turks to theſe creatures; 
they are never ill uſed, and their ſlavery 
is, in my opinion, no worſe than ſervi- 
tude all over the world. *Tis true they 
have no wages; but they give them 
yearly clothes to a higher value than our 
falaries to our ordinary fervants. But 
you'll object that, men buy women with 
an eye to evil. In my opinion they are 
tought and fold as publickly and as infa- 
moully in all our Chriſtian great cities. 


I muſt add to the deſcription of Con- 
ſtantinople, that the Hiftorical Pillar is 
no more. It dropped down about two 
years before I came to this part of the 
world. I have feen no other footſteps - 
are fo vaſt that I am apt to believe they 

C 3 are 
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are yet more antient chan the Greek Em- 
pire. The Turks, indeed, have clapped 


to give their natives the honour of fo 
great a worſt, but the deceit is eaſily 


em— kk build 


firſt are very large and numerous ; the 
ſecond few in number, and not at all 
magnificent. I had the curiofity to: vi- 
fit ane of them, and to obſerve the devo- 


bons of the Derviſer, which are as whim- 


fined to an odd habit, which is only a 


piece of coarſe white cloth, wrapped 


about them, with their legs and arms 
naked. Their order has few other rules, 
except that of performing their fantaſtick 
rites, every Tueſday and Friday, which is 
done in this manner: They meet to- 


in ſome ſtones with Turkiſh inſcriptions, 


5 * 


| { 
not to be wondered at, when it is con- | 
uſed to it from their , 


* 5 


ad * 


| 
| 
9 
| 
- 
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ing in the air of ſubmiſſion and morti5- 
cation they aſſume. This lette is of 
a horrible length; but you may burn 
it when you have read enough, &c. &c. 


LE T- 


1261 


LETTER XII. 


To the Counteſs of ——. 


AM now preparing to leave Conſtan- 
tinople, and perhaps you will accuſe 
me of hypocriſy, when I tell you, tis 
with regret; but as I am uſed to the 
air, and have learnt the language, I am 
eaſy here; and as much as I love travel- 
ling, I tremble at the inconveniencies 
attending fo great a journey, with a nu- 
merous family, and a little infant hang- 
ing at the breaſt. However, I endea- 


vour, upon this occaſion, to do as 1 
have hicherto done in all the odd turns 


of my life ; turn them, if I can, to my 


diverſion. In order to this, I ramble 


every day, wrapped up in my Ferige 
6 . 


amuſe 


8 
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amuſe myſelf with ſeeing all that is eu- 
rious in it. I know you will expect that 
this d:claration ſhould be followed 


with ſome account of what I have ſe n. 


But l am in no humour to copy what has 
been writ fo often over. Lo what pur- 
poſ: ſhould I tell you, that Conſtanti- 
nople is the antient Bizantium ? that tis 
at preſent the conqueſt of a race of peo- 
ple, ſuppoſed Scythians? that there 
are five or fix thouſand moſques in it ? 
that Sana Sophia was founded by Jufſ- 
tinian? &c. PI affure you tis not for 
want of learning, that I forbear writing all 
theſe bright things. I couldalſo, with very 
little trouble, turn over Knolles and Sir 
Paul Rycant, to give you a lift of Tur- 
kiſh Emperors; but I will not tell you 
has writ of this country. I am more in- 


clined, out of a true female ſpirit of 


contra- 


[ 28 ] 
contradiction, to tell you the falſehood 
of a preat part of what you find in au- 
thors; as for example, in the admir- 
able Mr. Hill, who fo gravely aſſerts, 
that he ſaw in Sancta Sophia, a fweating 
pillar, very ballamic for dilordered heads. 
There is not the leaſt tradition of any 
ſuch matter; and I ſuppoſe it was re- 
vealed to him in viſion, during his 
wonderful ſtay in the Egyptian Cata- 
combs ; for ] am fure he never heard of 
any fuch miracle here. Tis alſo very 
pleaſant ro obſerve how tenderly he and 
all his brethren voyage-writers, lament 
the miſerable confinement of the Tur- 
| Kiſh ladies, who are perhaps more fee 
than any ladi s in the univerſe, and are 
the only women in the world, that lead 
a life of uninterrupted pleaſure, exempt 
from cares, their whole time being ſpent 
in — bathing, or the agreeaFle 


amuſe- 
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venting cathy ⁊2 2 
f ceconomy from his wife, whoſe ex- 
4 are no way limited but by ber 
— *Tis his buſineſs 0 get 
= and her's to ſpend it; and this 
6 extends itſelf to the 
32 the ſex. Here is a ſel- 
chieſs upon his back to fell. 
miſcrable a figure as you may ſuppoſe 
fuch a mean dealer; yet — 
1 
than cloth of gold; bas her ermine . 
mene 
head. Tis true, they have * 
but the bagnios, and theſe can only x 
ken by their own ſex; on 
„„ 


I was, 


1301 

F was, three days ago, at one of the 
fineft-in the rown, and had the oppor- 
unity of ſeeing a Turkiſh bride received 
there, and all the ceremony uſed on that 
Epithalomium of Helen, by Theocritns ; 
ant ir ſeems to me, that the ſame cuſ- 
of che two families, newly allied, meet 
curiolity, and I believe there were that day 


had been married, placed themſelves round 
the rooms, on the marble fofas; but the 
and appeared without other ornament or 
covering, than their own long hair braid- 
ed with pearl or ribbon. Twoof them 
met the bride at the door, conducted by 
her mocher and another grave relation. 
3 She 


two hundred women. Thoſe that were, or 


*. ＋⏑ . „ 
* 


3 


py. 


> : 31 
%. 2 
* 
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. fair bride, her eyes fixed on the ground. 
Vith a charming affectation of mode ſty. 


to every matron round the rooms, whio. 


1311 
ems dt Reems 
teen, very richly dreſſed, and ſhining, 
to the ſtate of nature. Two- others ſilled 


others in chorus, and the two laſt led the 


In this order they marched round the 
three large rooms of the Bagnio. *Tis 


nat eaſy to repreſent to you the beauty of 


this fight, moſt of them being well pro- 
portioned and white ſkin'd ; all of them 
perfectiy ſmooth, and poliſhed by the 
frequent uſe of bathing. After having 
made their aur, the bride was again led 


faluted * 
ſent, 
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ſent, ſome of jewels, others of pieces of 
ſtuff, handcrchiefs, or little gallantries 
of that nz* re, which ſhe thanked them 
for, by king their hands. I was very 
well pleaſec vith having ſe:n this cere- 
mony ;z an you may believe me, that 
the Tuixiſh ladies have, at leaſt, as 
much wit and civility, nay liberty, as 
| Lis true, the fame cuſtoms 


have any) © 7 in the 
power of their huſbands to revenge them- 
ſelves, if they are diſcovered; and I 
do not dou t but they ſuffer ſome- 
times for their indiſcrctions in a very ſe- 
vere manner. About two months ago, 
there was found at day-break, not very 
far from my houſe, the bleeding body of 
a young woman, naked, only wrapp'd 


in a coarſe ſheet, with two wounds of a 
SH | knife, 


. 
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knife, one in her fide, and anccher in 
her breaſt. She was not quite cold, and 
was fo ſurpriſingly beau ful, that there 
were very few men in Pera, that did not 
go to look upon ber; but it was not 
poſſible for any body to know her, no 
wornan's face being known. She was 
ſuppoſed to have been brought, in the 
dead of night, from the Conſtantinople 
fide, and laid there. Very little inquiry 
was made about the murderer, and the 
Murder is never purſued by the King's 
officers, as with us. Tis the buſineſs 
of the next relations to revenge the dead 
perſon ; and if they like better to com- 
pound the matter for money (as they ge- 
nerally do) there is no more ſaid of it. 
One would imagine this defect in their 


government, ſhould make ſuch tr:gedies 


very frequent, yet they are extremely 
Vor. III. D rare; 


[ 34] 
rare; which is enough to prove the 
people not naturally cruel. Neither do 
I thin!:, in many other particulars, they 


deſerve the barbarous character we give 
them. I am well acquainted with a 
Chriſtian woman of quality, who made 
it her choice to live with a Turkiſh huſ- 
band, and is a very agreeable ſenſible 
lady. Her Rory is fo extraordinary, I 
cannot forbear relating it ; but I promiſe 
you it ſhall be in as few words as I can 
poſſibly expreſs it. 


She is a Spaniard, and was at Naples 
with her family, when that kingdom was 
part of the Spaniſh dominion. Coming 
from thence in a Feloucca, accompanied 

taken. And now how ſhall I modeſt- 
| by tell you the reſt of her adventure? 
© The 
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The fame accident happened to her, that 
 happen'd to the fair Lucretia fo many 
years before her. But ſhe was too good 
a Chriſtian to kill herſelf, as that Hea- 


' theniſh Roman did. The Admiral was 


fo much charmed with the beauty, and 
long-fuffering of the fair captive, that, as 
his firſt compliment, he gave imme- 
diate liberty to her brother and atten- 
dants, who made haſte to Spain, and in 
a few months ſent the ſum of four thou- 
ſand pounds fterling, as a ranſom for his 
ſiſter. The Turk took the money 
_ which he preſented to her, and told her 
ſhe was at liberty. But the lady very 
diſcreetly weighed the different treatment 
ſhe was likely to find in her native coun- 
try. Her relations (as the kindeſt 
thing they could do for her in her pre- 
ſent circumſtances) would certainly con- 
fine her to a nunnery for the reſt of her 

ws - days. 
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days. Her Infidel lover was very 
handſome, very tender, very fond of 
ker, and laviſhed at her feet all the 
Turkiſh magnificence. She anſwered 


him very reſolutely, that her liberty was 
not ſo precious to her as her honour, 


that he could no way reftore that but by 


marrying her, and ſhe therefore deſired 
him to accept the ranſom as her portion, 


and give her the ſatisfaction of knowing 


that no man could boaſt of her favours 
without being her huſband. The admi- 
ral was tranſported at this kind offer, 
and ſent back the money to her rela- 
tions, ſaying he was too happy in her 
poſſeſſion. He married her, and never 


took any other wife, and (as ſhe ſays 


herſelf) ſhe never had reaſon to repent 
the choice ſhe made. He left her fome 
year: after, one of the richeſt widows in 

6—— But there is no remain- 


ing 


„ 


Admiral) his ſucceſſor. I am afraid 
that you will think my friend fell in love 
with her raviſher ; but I am willing to 
take her word for it, that the acted 
wholly on principles of honour, tho 
I think ſhe might be reaſonably touched 
at his generoſity, which is often found 
a—_— Tw 


"Tis a degree of generoſity to tell the 
truth, and tis very rare that any Turk 


will aſſert a folemn falſchood. I don't 
ſpeak of the loweſt fort ; for as there is 
a great deal of ignorance, there is very 


Cy 
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detected) with the rigour they ought to 


be. 


Now 1 am ſpeaking of their law, 1 
don't know, whether I have ever men- 
tioned to you one cuſtom peculiar to 
common amongſt the Turks, and yet 
more among the Greeks and Arme- 
nians. Not having it in their power to 
give their eſtates to a friend or diſtant 
relation, to avoid its falling into the 
Grand Signior's treaſury, when they are 
not likely to have any children of their 
either ſex, amongſt the meaneſt people, 
and carry the child and its parents before 
the Cadi, and there declare they rective 
it for their heir. The parents, at the 
fame time, renounce all future claim to 
itz a writing is drawn and witneſſed, 

and 
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and 2 child thus adopted, cannot be dif- 
inherited. Yet I have ſeen fome com- 
mon beggars, that have refuſed to part 
with their children in this manner, to 
ſome of the richeſt among the Greeks ; 
(fo powerful is the inftinftive affeftion 
that is natural to parents!) though the 
adopting fathers are generally very tender 
to theſe children of their fouls, as they 
call them. I own this cuſtom pleaſes 
me much better than our abſurd one of 
much more reaſonable to make happy 
and rich, an infant whom I educate after 
my own manner, brought up (in the Tur- 
kiſh phraſe) apen my knee, and who 
has learnt to look upon me with a filial 
reſpect, than to give an eſtate to a crea- 
ture without other merit or relation to 
me than that of a few letters. Yet this 


is an abſurdity i 
4 


1401 
tied. ——Now I have mentioned the 
Armenians, perhaps it will be agreeable 
to tell you ſomething of that nation, 
with which I am fure you are utterly 
unacquainted. I will not trouble you 
with the g:ographical account of the 
fituation of their country, which you 
may fee in the maps ; or a relation of 
their antient greatneſs, which you may 


read in the Roman Hiſtory. They are 


now ſubject to the Turks; and, being 
numbers through all the I urkiſn domi- 
' nions. They were, as they fay, con- 
verted to the Chriftian religion by St. 
Gregory, and are perhaps the devouteſt 
Chriſtians in the whole world. The chicf 
precepts of their prieſts enjoin the ſtrict 
keeping of their Lents, which are, at 
leaſt, ſeven months in every year, and 

are 


( 41 ] 
are not to be diſpenſed wit on the moſt 
emergent neceſſity ; no occaſion what- 
ever can excuſe them it they touch any 
thing more than mere herbs or roots 
(without oil) and plain dry bread. That 
is their con: ant diet. Mr. W——y 
has one of his interpreters of this nation, 
and the poor fellow was brought fo low 
by the ſcverity of his fals, that bis life 
was deſpaired of. Yer neither bis maſ- 
ter's commands, nor the doctors entreu- 
ties (who declared nothing elſe could 
fave his life) were powerful enough to 
prevail with him to take two or three 
ſpoonfuls of broth. Excepting this, 


which may rather be called a cuſtom, 
than an article of faith, I ſce very little in 
their religion different from ours. *Tis 
true, they ſeem to incline very much to 
Mr. I biſton's doctrine; neither do] think 
the Greek church very diſlant from it, 

ſince 
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fince tis certain, the Holy Spirit's pro- 
ceeding ealy from the Father, is making 
a plain ſubordination in the Son. ——But 
the Armenians have no notion of Trax- 
ſubſtantiation, whatever account Sir Paul 
Rycaut gives of them (which account I 
am apt to believe was deſigned to com- 
pliment our court in 1679) and they 
have a great horror for thoſe amongſt 
What is moſt extraordinary in their cuſ- 
roms, is their matrimony ; a ceremony, 1 
believe, unparallePd all over the world. 
They are always promiſed very young ; 
but the eſpouſed never fee one another, 
till three days after their marriage. The 
bride is carried to church with a cap on 
her head, in the faſhion of a large 
wencher, and over it a red filken veil, 
which covers her all over to her feet. 
"ul 
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he is contented to marry that woman, be 
He deaf, be ſbe blind ? Theſe are the lie- 
ral words; to which having anfwered 
yes, ſhe is led home to his houſe, ac- 
companied with all the friends and rela- 
womens are” 
and i on a cuſhion in the corner 
Tack, Wis wil b con tis. 
up, not even by her huſband. There is 
ſomething ſo odd and monſtrous in 
theſe ways, that I could not believe 
them till I had inquired of ſeveral Arme- 
nians myſelf, who all aſſured me of the 

of particularly one young 
n 
being promiſed by his mother to a girl 
that he muſt marry in this manner, tho 
he protefled to me, he had rather die 
than fubmit to this ſlavery, having al- 
ready figured his bride to himſelf, with 
. 
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I fee you bleſs yourſelf at this terrible re- 
lation. I cannot conclude my letter with 
a more ſurpriſing ſtory, yet tis as ſe- 
riouſly true, as that I am, 


Dear fiſter, 
Yours, &c. &c. 


LE T- 


Cura f - . 
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LETTER XIùm. 
To the Abbot — 
Conſtantinople, May 19, O. S. 1718. 


123 extremely pleaſed with hearing 
from you, ard my vanity (the darl- 


ing frailty of human kind) not a little 


# 


rats & - . 


flattered by the uncommon queſtions you 
aſk me, tho” I am utterly incapable of 


_ anſwering them. And indeed, were 1 


as good a Mathematician as Euclid him- 
ſelf, it requires an age's ſtay to make 
juſt obſervations on the air and vapours. 
I have not been yet a full year here, and 
am on the point of removing. Such is 
my rambling defiiny. This will fur- 
prize you, and can furprize nobody fo. 
much as myſelf. Perhaps you will ac - 
cuſs me of lazineſs or dulneſs, or both 

2 together, 


[46] 

together, that can leave this place with- 
out giving you ſome account of the Tur- 
kiſh court. I can only tell you, that if 
you pleaſe to read Sir Pau! Rycant, you 
will there find a full and true account of 
the Yiziers, the Beglerby's, the civil and 
ſpiricual government, the officers of the 
Seraglis, &c. things that tis very eaſy to 
procure liſts of, and therefore may be 
_ depended on; tho other ſtories, God 
knows — I fay no more every body 
is at liberty to write their own remarks ; 
the manners of people may change ; or 
fone of them eſcape the obſervation of 
travellers; but *tis not the fame of the 
government, and for that reaſon, fince I 
can tell you nothing new, I will tell you 
nothing of it. In the ſame filence ſhall 
be paſſed over the arſenal and ſeven tow- 
- ers, and for moſques I have already de- 
feribed one of the nobleſt to you very 


part?- 


| 
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particularly. But I cannot forbear 
taking notice to you of a miſtake of 
GemeLLr, (though I honour him in a 
much higher degree than any other voy- 
age-writer:) he fays that there are no 
remains of Calcedon ; this is certainly a 
croſs the canal in my galley, the fea be- 
Conſtantinople. *Tis ſtill a large town, 

and - has feveral moſques in ic. The 
Turks give it a name I forgot, but which 
is only a corruption of the fame word. 
I ſuppoſe this is an error of his guide, 
which his ſhort ſtay hindered him from 
rectifying; for I have, in other matters, a 
thing can be pleaſanter than the canal, 
and the Turks are fo well acquainted 
with his beauties, that all their pleaſure - 


„ 
ſeats are built on its banks, where thay 
have, at the ſame time, the moſt beau- 
riful proſpects in Europe and Aſia; there 
are near one another, ſome hundreds of 
magnificent palaces. ¶ Iuman grandeur 
being here yet more unſtable than any 
where elſe, tis common for the heirs of 
a great three-taiPd Baſſa, not to be rich 
enough to keep in repair, the houſe he 
built ; thus in a few years they all fall 
to ruin. | was yeſterday to fee that of 
at Peterwaradin. It was built to receive 
his Royal Bride, daughter of the preſent 
Su tan, but he did not live to fee her 
there. I have a great mind to deſcribe 
it to you; but I check that inclination, 
knowing very wel that 1 cannot give 
you, with my beſt deſcription, ſuch an 
| idea of it as I ought. It is fituated on 
one of the mod delightful parts of the 
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canal, with a fine wood on the fide of 4 
hill behind it. The extent of it is pro- 
digious ; the guardian affured me there 
are eight hundred rooms in it ; I will 
not, however, anſwer for that number, 
fince I did not count them; but tis cer- 
tain the number is very large, and the 
whole adorned with a profuſion of 
painting of fruit and flowers. The win- 
dows are all faſh'd with the fineſt chryſ- 
here is all the expenſive magnificence 
that . you can ſuppoſe in a palace found- 
ed by a vain luxurious young man, with 
the wealth of a vaſt empire at his com- 
mand. But no part of it pleaſed me bet- 
ter than the apartments deſtined for the 
 Bagnio's. There are two built exatly 


in the fame manner, anſwering to one 
another z the baths, fountains, and pave- 
nM 


Vor. III. 


pipes that throw up the water as high as 
the room. The walls are in the nature 
of lattices, and on the outfide of them, 
that form a kind of green tapeſtry, and 
give an agreeabe obſcurity to thoſe 
delightful chambers. I ſhould go on and 
let you into ſome of the other apart- 
ments (all worthy your curioſity) but 
tis yet harder to deſcribe a Turkiſh pa- 
lace than any other, being built entite y 
wregular. There is nothing that can be 
properly called front or wings ; and tho 
a; Ys fuch 


3 
ſuch a confuſion is, I think, pleaſing to 
the fight, yet it would be very unintel- 
bgible in a letter. I ſhall only add, that 
ſcotted with mother of pearl, faſtened 
others of mother of pearl and olive-wood 
inlaid, and ſeveral of Japan china. The 
galleries, which are numerous and very 
Alge, are adorned with jars of flowers, 
and porcelain diſhes of fruit of all forts, 
fo well done in plaifter and coloured in 


Thus you fee, Sir, theſe people are not 
fo unpoliſhed as we repreſent them. 
E 2 l 
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Tis true, their magnificence is of a diffe- 
rent taſte from ours, and perhaps of a 
better. I am almoſt of opinion they 
have a right notion of life. They con- 
fume it in mulick, gardens, wine and 
delicate cating, while we are tormenting 
our brains with ſome ſcheme of poli- 
ticks, or ſtudying ſome ſcience to which 
we can never attain, or, if we do, can- 
not perſuade other people to ſet that va- 
lue upon it we do ourſelves. *Tis cer- 
tain what we feel and fee is properly (if 
any thing is properly) our own ; but the 
| good of fame, the folly of praiſe are 
hardly purchaſed, and when obtained, 
poor recompence for loſs of time and 
health. We die or grow old before we 
can reap the fruit of our labours. Conſi- 
dering what ſhort liv'd weak animals men 
are, is there any ſtudy ſo beneficial as the 
Rudy of preſent pleaſure ? I dare not pur- 
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ſue this theme; perhaps I have already faid 


this letter. You know how to divide the 
idea of pleaſure from that of vice, and 
they are only mingled in the heads of 
fools. But I allow you to laugh at me 
I had rather be a rich Effendi with all his 
ignorance, than Sir Iſaac Newton with all 
his knowledge. 


. 9 LET. 
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1 beg your pardon for this fally, and 
will, if 1 can, contiave the reſt of my 
account in plain proſe. The fecond day 
after we ſet fail, we paſſed Gallipelis, a 
fair city, ſituated in the bay of Cherſo- 
x:ſus, and much reſpected by the Turks, 
being the firſt rown they took in Eu- 
rope. At five the next morning, 

— — 
caſtles of Seas and {bydes now called 
the Dardanelli. There are now two 
lttle ancient caſtles, bur of no ſtrength, 


being commanded by a riſing ground 


behind them, which I confeſs 
] ſhould 
2 notice of, if I had not 
it obierv d by our captain and offi- 
| y em- 
33 tragic ſtory that you are 
| acquainted with: 


E 4 « The 
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*Die ſwimming Lover and the nightly Bride, 
1 and bow Lanz died. 


Verſe again! —I am certainly infe&ed by 
the poetical air I have paſſed through. 
That of Abydos is undoubtedly very 
amorous, ſince that ſoſt paſſion betrayed 
the caſtle into the hands of the Turks, 
who deſieged it inthe reign of Orchanes. 
The Governor's daughter imagining to 
have ſeen her future huſband in a dream 
(cho I don't find ſhe had either ſlept 
upon Bride- cake or kept St. Agnes Faſt) 
fancied ſhe faw the dear figure in the 
form of one of her beſiegers, and, be- 
ing willing to obey her deſtiny, toſſed a 
* | Abe the wall, with the of- 
fer of her perſon and the delivery of the 
caſtle. He ſhewed it to his general, who 
conſented to try the fincerity of her in- 
tentions and withdrew his army, order- 


ns 


town is in Aſia, firſt founded by the Mi- | 
lefians. Seſtas is in Europe, and was 
once the principal city of Cherſone ſus. 
Since I have ſeen this ſtreigh-, I find no- 
thing improbable in the adventure of Le- 
ander, or very wonderful in the bridge 
of boats of X:rxe-s. *Tis fo narrow, tis 
not furprizing a young lover ſhould at- 
tempt to ſwim, or an ambitious King try 
to paſs his army over ir. Bur then tis 
fo ſubje& to ſtorms, tis no wonder the 
lover periſh'd and the bridge was broken. . 
From hence we had a full view of mount 


* fad the world's maſter lay ſubd.'d by Love. 
Nat 
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Net many hagpen uid Green hence, I faw 
the point of land where poor old Hecuba 
was buried, and about a league from 
that place is Cape Janizary, the famous 
promontory of Sigeum, where we an- 
ſtrength to climb to the top of it, to fee 
the place where Achilles was buried and 
tomb in honour of him, which, no 
doubt, was a great comfort to his ghoſt. 
I faw there, the ruins of a very large 
city, and found a ſtone on which Mr. 
of Sigen Palin. We ordered this on 


board the ſhip; but were ſhew'd others 
much more curious by a Greek Prieft, 
tho a very ignorant fellow that could 
give no tolerable account of any thing. 
On each ſide the door of this little church 

he 


and before her another woman weeping 
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lie two large ſtones, about ten foot long 
each, five in breadth and three in thick- 
nefs. That on the right is very fine 
white marble, the fide of it beautifully 
carved in Bas re:ief; it repreſents a wo- 
man, who ſeems to be deſigned for ſome 
Deity, fitting on a chair with a footſtool, 


and preſenting to her a young child that 
ſhe his in her arms, followed by a pro- 
ceſſion of women with children in the 
fame manner. This is certainly part of 
a very antient tomb; but I dare not pre- 
tend to give the true explanation of it. 
On the ſtone, on the left ſide, is a very 
fair inſcription, but the Greek is too an- 
tient for Mr. W——'s interpretation. 
I am very forry not to have the origi- 
been purchaſed of the poor inhabitants 
for a ſmall fum of money. But our 

captain 
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machines made on purpoſe, twas im- 
poſſib!e to bear it to the ſea-fide, and 
when it was there, his long-boat would 
not be large enough to hold it. 


The ruins of this great city arenow in+ 
habited by poor Greek peaſants, who 


in ſhort perticoats faſten d by ſtraps round 
their ſhoulders, and large ſmock-ſleeves 
of white linen, with neat ſhoes and 


piece of muſlin, which falls in large 
folds on their ſhoulders,---One of my 
countrymen, Mr. Sandi, (whoſe book I 
doubt not you have read as one of the 
beſt of its kind) ſpeaking of theſe ruins 
ſuppoſes them to have been the founda- 
tion of a city begun by Conſtantine, be- 
fore his building Byzantium ; but I fee 


ſtockings, and on their heads a large 
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ne 
am apt to believe them much more an- 
cient. 


We faw very plainly from this pro- 
montory, the river Simois rolling from 
mount Ida, and running through a very 
ſpacious valley. It is now a conſiderable 
river and is called Simaret; it is joined in 
the vale by the Scamander, which ap- 
peared a ſmall ſtream half-choaked with 
mud, bur is pethaps large in the winter. 
This was Xaxthus amongft the Gods, as 
Homer tells us, and tis by that heaven- 
ly name, the Nymph Ocnone invokes it, 
in her Epiſtle to Paris. The Trojan 
Vitgins uſed to offer their firſt favours to 
it by the name of Scamander, till the 
adventure, which Monfieur de Is Fon- 
tame has told ſo agrerably, aboliſh'd 
that heatheniſh ceremony. When the 

7 ſtream 
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fiream is mingled with the Simois, they 
run together to the ſea. 


Al chat is nos left at Troy is the ground 
on which it ſtood ; for I am firmly per- 
ſuaded whatever pieces of antiquity may 
be found round it, are much more mo- 
dern, and I think Strabe fays the fame 
thing. However there is ſome pleaſure 
in ſeeing the valley where I imagined the 
famous duel of Menelazs and Paris had 


in the world was ſituated. *Tis certain- 


ly the nobleſt ſituation that can be found 
for the head of a great empire, much to 
be preferred to that of Conſtantinople, 
the harbour here being always convenient 
tar figs from all poets of the warts, and 
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North of the promontory of Sigzum 
we ſaw that of Rhateum, fam'd for the 
ſeputchre of Sax. White I viewed theſe 
celebrated fields and rivers I admired 
the exact geography of Hamer, whom 
] had in my hand. Almoſt every epi- 
thet he gives to a mountain or plain, 
is till juſt for it; and I] ſpent ſeveral 
hours here, in as agreeable cog:tations as 
ever Don Quixote had on mount Monteft- 
zos. We failed next night, to the ſhore 
where *tis vulgarly reported Troy flood, 
and I took the pains of rifing # two in 
the morning to view cooly thoſe ruins 
which are commonly ſhew d to ſtrangers, 
and which the Turks call Ei- Stambeu/, 
i.e. Old Conſtantinople. For that rea- 
fon as well as ſome others, I conjecture 
them to be the remains of that city be- 
gun by Conſtantine. I hired an aſs 
(the only voiture to be had there) that 
1 
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I might go ſome miles into the country, 
and take a tour round the antient walls 
which are of a vaſt extent. We found 
the remains of a caſtle on a hill, and of 


another in a valley, ſeveral broken pil- 
hrs and two pedeftals, from which I 
took theſe Latin inſcriptions : 


DIVI. AUG. COL. 

ET. COL. IUL. PHILIPENSIS 
FORUNDEM. ET PRINCIP. AM 
COL. IUL. PARIANAE. TRIBUN, 
MILET., COH, XXXU. VOLUNTAR. 


wr 


— — ff 


| 


—_—_—_— . — WO 


Which are daily lefſen'd by the prodigi- 
ous balls that the Turks make, from 
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DIVI. JUL. FLAMINI 
C. ANTONIO. M. F 
VOLT. RUFO. FAN 
DIV. AUG. COL. CL. *PRENS. 
ET. COL. IUL. PHILIPPENSIS 
- EORUMDEM. ET PRINCIF. ITEM 
COL. Wi. PARIANAE TRIB. 
MIL!T. cog. xxxu VOLUNTAKIOR. 
TR!B. MILIT. XII. 
GEM. PRAEF. EQUIT. ALAE. 1 
SCUBULORUM | 
VIC. VII 


c 


temple near this place, are the ruins of 
one dedicated to Auguſtus, and I know 
not why Mr. Sands calls it a Chriſtian 
temple, fince the Romans certainly built 


hereabouts. Here are many tombs of 


fine marble and vaſt pieces of granate, 


them, for their cannon. We paſſed 
Vor. III. _— that 
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that evening the iſle of Tenedas, once 
under the patronage of Arortto, as he 
gave it in, himſelf, in the particulars of 


his eſtate, when he courted Daphne. It 
is but ten miles in circuit, but in thoſe 


days very rich and well peopled, till 
famous for its excellent wine. I ſay no- 


| thing of Tees, from whom it was call- 


ed; but naming Mytilene where we paſ- 
ſed next, I cannot forbear mentioning, 
Leſbos where Sarrno ſung and Prrra- 
cus reigned, famous for the birth of 
Arczus, Tnrornaasrus and Aron, 


thoſe maſters in Poetry, Philoſophy, 


dominion after the conqueſt of Conſtan- 
tinople by the Turks. But need I talk 
to you of Catucrſens, &c. Princes that 
you are as well acquainted with as I am. 
*T was with regret I ſaw us fail from this 


and Muſick. This was one of the laſt 


land 


2 


1 
and into the Egean fea, now the Al- 
chipelago, leaving Scis (the antient 
Chios) on the left, which is the richeſt and 
moſt populous of theſe iſlands, fruirful 
in cotton, con and filt, planted with 
groves of orange and lemon trees, and 
for the Nectar that Via cn mentions. 
Here is the beſt manufacture of filks in 
all Turkey. The town is well built, 
the women famous for their beauty, and 
ſhew their faces as in Chriſtendom. 
There are many rich famili-s ; tho? th- y 
confine their magnĩſicenc: to the infid- 
of thcir houſes, to avoid the jc alouſy of 
the Turks, who have a Baſſa here; 
however they enjoy a reaſonable lib-rty, 


Hud tat and firg and dance away their time, 
| Freſh as their graves and happy as their dine. 
F 2 Th. ir 
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Their chains hang lightly on them, tho” 
tis not long fince they were impos'd, 
not being under the Turk till 1366. 
But perhaps tis as eaſy to obey the 
Grand Signior as the ſtate of Genoa, to 
whom they were fold by the Greek 
Emperor. But I forgot myſelf in theſe 
hiſtorical touches, which are very imper- 
tinent when I write to you. Paſſing the 
ſtreight between the iſlands of Andros 
and Achaia, now Libadia, we ſaw the 
promontory of Lunium, now called Cape 
Colonna, where are yet ſtanding the vaſt 
pillars of a temple of Minexva. This 
double regret, on a beautiful temple of 
Turszus, which I am affured was al- 
moſt entire at Athens till the laſt cam- 


paign in the Marea, that the Turks fil- 
led it with powder and it was acciden- 
tally blown up. You may believe I had 


2 a 


pouneſus, tho* it were only to look on 
the rivers of Ajopus, Penens, Iaachus, 


— — — 
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a great mind to land on the fam'd Pele- 


and Eurotas, the fields of Arcadia and 
other ſcenes of antient Mythology. But 
inſtead of Demi-gods and Heroes, I was 
credibly informed, tis now overrun by 


robbers, and that I ſhould run a great 


riſque of falling into their hands by un- 


dertaking ſuch a journey through a de- 
ſart country, for which however I have 
ſo much reſpect, that I have much ado 


tion of Nycana and Corinth to the laft 
campaign there; but I check the inch- 
nation as I did that of landing. We ſail- 


eld quietly by Cape Angels, once Males, 


where I faw no remains of the famous 
temple of Apollo. We came that even- 
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N tainous 3 we eafily diſtinguiſh'd that of 
14a — We have Virgirs authority that 


— Urbes babitant Magna: —— 


The chief of then the ſcene of mon- 
-ftrous paſſions. ---Metellus firſt conquer d 
this birth-place of his Jupiter ; it fell af- 
terwards into the hands of —— I am 
running on to the very fiege of Candia, 


and 1 am fo angry with myſelf that I 


egy: od heap 


after drinking a diſh of tea with Sar no, 
T might have gone, the ſame evening, 
to viſit the temple of Hours in Chios, 
and paſſed this voyage in taking plans of 
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magnificent temples, delineating the mi- 
racles of ſtatuanes, and converſing with 
the moſt polite and moſt gay of man- 
kind. Alas! Art is extinct here, the 
wonders of nature alone remain, and it 

was with vaſt pleaſure I obſerv'd thoſe of 
mount Etna, whoſe flames appears very 
bright in the night many leagues off at ſeag, 
and fills the head with a thouſand con- 
jectures. However, I honour Philoſo- 
phy too much to imagine it could turn 
that of Enezpocttes;z and Lucian 
ſhall never make me believe ſuch a ſcan- 
dal of a man of whom Lucretius fays 


We paſſed Trinacria without hearing 
any of the Syrens that Homer deſcribes, and, 
— to. Mali, fiſt called 
F 4 Mclita, 
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Melita, from the abundance of honey. 
It is a whole rock cover'd with very ittle 
earth. The Gran! Maſter lives her: in 
the ſtate of a ſoverei:zn Prince; but his 
ſtrength at ſea nw is very ſmal . The 
fortifications are reckon'd the beſt in the 
world, all cut in the folid rock with in- 
finite expence and labour.—OF this 


Hand we were toffed by a ſevere ſtorm, 


and were very glad, after eight days, to 
de able to put into Perta Farire on the 
African ſhore, where our ſhip now rides. 
At Tunis we were met by the Engliſh 
conful who reſides here. I readily ac- 
cepted of the offcr of his houſe there for 
jome days, being very curious to ſee 
this part of the world, and particularly 


chaiſe at nine at night, the moon being 
at full. I faw the proſpect of the coun- 
try almoſt as well as J could have done 


the ruins of Carthage. I fer out in his 


* 


* 
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by day light, and the heat of the fun is 
now fo intolerable, tis impoſſible to 
travel at any other time. The foil is, 
for the moſt part, ſandy, but every where 
fruicful of date, olive and fig trees, 
which gro v without art, yet aſtord the 


moſt dclicious fruit in the world. Their 


vineyards and melon-fields are caclos'd 
by hedges of that plant, we call Jaian 


Ig. which is an admirable fence, no wild 


beaſt being able to pa's it. It grows a 
great height, very thick and the ſpikes 
or thorns are as long and fhurp as bod- 
kins; it bears a fruit much eaten by the 
peaſants, and which has no ill taſte. 


It being now the ſeaſon of the Tor. 
kiſh Ramadan, or Lent, and ere 
profeſſing, at lea, the Mahome 
ligio:., they faſt t] the going c S 
the fun and ſpend the night in feaſtine, 


Me 
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We faw under the trees, companies of 
the country people, caring, ſinging and 
' dancing to their wild muſick. They are 
not quite black, but all mulattoe's, and 
pear in a human figure. They are al- 
moſt naked, only wearing a piece of 
coarſe ferge wrapped about them. 
But the women have their arms to their 
very ſhoulders and their necks and faces 
adorn d with flowers, ſtars, and various 
forts of figures impreſs'd by gun-pow- 
der, a conſiderable addition to their na- 
tural deformity, which is, however, eſ- 
teemed very ornamental amongſt them; 
and I believe they ſuffer a good deal of 
pain by i. 


About fix miles from Tunis we ſaw 
the remains of that noble aqueduct, 


which carried the water to Carthage, 
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of forty miles. There are ſtill many 
arches entire. We fpent two hours 
viewing it with great attention, and Mr. 
W——y aſſured me, that of Rome is 
very much inferior to ir. The ſtones are 
of a prodigious fize and yet all poliſh'd, 
and fo exactly fitted to each other, very 
kttle cement has been made uſe of to 
join them. Yet they may probably 
ſtand a thouſand years longer, if art 
is not made uſe of to pull them down. 
Soon after day-break I arrived at Tu- 
nis, a town fairly built of very white 
they fay, were all deſtroyed when the 
Turks firſt took it, none having been 
fince. The dry ſand gives a 
very diſagreeable proſpect to the eye, 
and the want of ſhade contriduting to 
the natural heat of the climate, renders 
it 


Me 
it ſo exceſſive, that I have much ada to 
fupport it. *Tis true. here is every noon 
the refreſhment of the ſea- breeze, with- 
out which it would be impoſſible to live; 
but no freſh water, but what is pre ſervꝰd 
in the cillerns of the rains that fall ia the 
month of September. The women of 
the town go veiled from head to foot 
under a black crupe, and being mix'd 
with a breed of renegadoes ar: faid to 
be many of them fair a d handſome. 
This city was befieg'd in 1270 by Lewis 
king of France, who died, under the 
walls of it, of a peſtilential fever. Af- 
ter his death, PniI ir, hi; fon, and our 


prince Epwau b, fon of Henry the Id, 


raifcd the ſiege on honourable terms. It 


remained under its natural African 


kings, till betrayed into the hands of 
BARBAROSsA, admiral of Sol yMan the 
Magnificent. The emperor Charles V. 


expelled 


— 


( 77 ] 
expelled Barbaroſſa, but it was recovered 
by the Turk under the conduct of Sinan 
Baſſa, in the reign ef SEIIx II. Fre 
that time till now, it has remained tri- 
butary to the Grand Signior, governed 
by a Bey, who ſuffers the name of ſub- 
ject to the Turk, but has reno inced the 


ſubj ction, being abſolute and very fel- 


dom pay ing any tribute. The great city 
of Bagdat is, at this time, in the fame 
circumſtances ; and the Grand Signior 
connives at the loſs of theſe dominions 
for fear of loſing even the titles of 


tem. | 


] went very early yeſterday morning 
(after one night's repoſe) to fee the ruins 
of Carthage. — I was however half 


. broiled in the ſon, and overjo ed to be 


led into one of the ſubterranean apart- 
ments, which they called the fables of 
the 
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the elephan's, but which I cannot believe 
were ever deſin d for that uſe. I found 
in many of them broken pieces of co- 
lurnns of fine marble, and ſome of por- 
phyry. I cannot think any body would 
take the inſignificant pains of carrying 
them thither, and I cannot imagine ſuch 
fine pillars were defizn'd for the uſe of 
ſtables. I am apt to believe they were 
which the heat of the climate render'd ne- 
ceſſary. They are now uſed as grana- 
ries by the country people. While I fat 
here, from the ton of Tents not far off 
many of the women flocked in to fee me, 
and we were equally entertain'd with 
viewing one another. Their po ure in 
lank black hair falling on each fide their 
faces, their features and the ſhare of 
_ Pheir imbs, differ fo little from their 

; ai 
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country - people the baboons, tis hard to 
faney them a diſtinct race; I could not 
help thinking there had been forne an- 
cient alliances between them. 


When I was a little refreſh'd by reſt, 
brought me, 1 went up the link hill 
where once ſtood the caſtle of Byrſe, and 
from thence I had a diſtin& view of the 
which ſtood on an iſthmus, the fea com- 
ing on each fide of it. Tu now a marſhy 
ground on one fige, where there are ſalt- 
ponds. STzAao calls Carthage forty 
miles in circumference. There are now 
no remains of it, but what I have de- 
ſcrib'd; and the hiſtory of ir is too well 
known to want my abridgmenc of it. 
You fee, Sir, that I think you eſteem 
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have anſwer'd your letter by giving you 
the accounts you defir'd, and have re- 
ferv'd my thanks to the conclufion. I 
intend to leave this place to-morrow, and 
continue my journey thro” Italy and 
France. In one of thoſe places I hope 
to tell you by word of mouth that I am 


Your humble ſervant, 


&c. &c. 


LET- 


[ 8: } 


LETTER XIV. 


To the Counteſs of —- — 


Genoa, Aug. 28, O. S. 1718. 
BEG your pardon, my dear fiſter, 
that 1 did not write to you from 
Tunis, the only opportunity I have had, 
fince I left Conftantinople. But the heat 
there was fo exceſſive, and the light fo 
bad for the fight, 1 was half blind by 
and durſt not go to write many others, 
I had deſigned ; nor indeed could I have 
entertained you very well out of that bar- 
barous country. I am now furrounded 
with ſubjects of pleaſure, and fo much 
charmed with the beauties of Italy, 
chat 1 ſhould think it a kind of in- 


e 
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return for the diverſion I have had here. 
Al am in the houſe of Mrs. D' Ave- 
raue at St. Pierre d' Arena, and ſhould 
be very unjuſt not to allow her a ſhare 
of that praiſe I ſpeak of, ſince her good 


humour and good company have very 
mack connibuns w ruter this place 


agreeable to me. 


Genoa is ſituated in a very fine bay, 
and being built on a riſing hill intermixed 
with gardens, and beautified with the 
moſt excellent architecture, gives a very 
fine proſpect off at fea ; though it loſt 
much of its beauty in my eyes, having 
been accuſtomed to that of Conſtanti- 
nople. The Genoeſe were once maſters 
of ſeveral iſlands in the Archipelage, and 
all that part of Conſtantinople which is 
— PEE 
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of Conſtantinople by the Turk, deferv'd 
what has ſince happened to them, cven 
the loſs of all their conqueſis on that fide 
to thoſe Inidels. They are at preſent 
far from rich, and are deſpiſed by the 
French, fince their Doge was forced by 
the late King to go in perſon to Paris, 
to 2% pardon for ſuch a trifle as the 
arms of France over the houſe of the 
Envoy, being ſpatter'd with dung in 
the night. This, I ſuppoſe, was done 
by ſome of the Spaniſh faction, which 
ſtill makes up the majority here, though 
they dare not openly declare it. The 
ladies affect the French habit, and are 
more genteel than thoſe they imitate. I 
do not doubt but the cuſtom of Ciiſbei s 
has very much improved their airs. I 
know not whether you ever heard of 

n me 
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me there were any ſuch upon earth. The 
faſhion begun here, and is now received 
all over Italy, where the haufbands are 
not ſuch terrible creatures as we repre- 
ſent them. There are none among them 
ſuch brutes, as to pretend to find fault 
with a cuſtom fo well eſtabliſhed, and 
fo pot:tically founded, ſince I am affured 
that it was an expedient, firſt found out by 
the Scnate, to put an end to thoſe fa- 
mily hatreds, which tore their ſtate to 
pieces, and to find employment for thoſe 


young men, who were forced tp cut one 


another's throats, pour paſſer le temps; 
and it has ſucceeded fo well, that fince 
the inſtitution of Cizi/bey, there has been 
nothing but peace and good humour 


who devote themfſclves to the ſervice of 
a particular lady (I mean, a married 
one, for the Virgins are all inviſible, and 

| con- 
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ed to wait on her to all publick places, 
ſuch as the plays, opera's and aſſemblies, 
(which are called here Converſations) 
where they wait behind her chair, take 
care of her fan and gloves, if ſhe plays, 
have the privilege of whiſpers, &c.—— 
When ſhe goes out, they ſerve her in- 
ſtead of lacqries, gravely trotting by her 
chair. Tis their buſineſs to prepare for 
her a preſent againſt any day of publick 
appearance, not forgetting that of her 
own name; in ſhort, they are to 
ſpend all their time and money in her 
ſervice, who rewards them accordingly 
(for opportunity they want none) but 
the huſband is not to have the impu- 
dence to ſuppoſe thĩs any other than pure 


* That is, the day of the Saint after whom 
he is called. 


G 3 Platonick 
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Platonick friendſhip. *Tis true they 
endeavour to give her a Ciziſbei of their 
own chuſing; but when the lady hap- 


pens not to be of the fame taſte, as that 
often happens, ſhe never fails to bring it 
about to have one of her own fancy. In 
former times, one beauty uſed to have 
eight or ten of theſe humble admirers ; 
but thoſe days of plenty and humility 
are no more. Men grow more ſcarce 
and faucy, and every lady is forced to 
content herſelf with one at a time. 


You may ſee in this place the glorious 
liberty of a Republick, or, more pro- 
. perly, an Ariſtocracy, the common peo- 

ple being here as arrant ſlaves as the 
French; but the old nobles pay little 
reſpect to the Dock, who is but two 
years in his office, and whoſe wife, at 


another 
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another noble lady. *Tis true, the fa- 
mily of Andrea Doria (that great man, 
who reftor'd them that liberty they en- 
joy) have ſome particular privileges. 
When the Senate found it neceſſary to 
put a ſtop to the luxury of dreſs, for- 
bidding the wearing of jewels and bro- 
cages, they left them at liberty to make 
what expence they pleaſed. I look 
with great pleaſure on the ſtatue of that 
hero, which is in the court belonging 
to the houſe of duke Doria. This puts 
me in mind of their palaces, which | 
can never deſcribe as I ought. Is 
it not enough that I fay, they are moſt 
of them the deſign of PalLADIO? The 
ſtreet call'd Strada Neva, is perhaps 
the moſt beautiful line of building in the 
world. I muſt pa ticularly mention rhe 
_ vaſt palaces of Darag zo, thoſe of t e 
two Balbi, joined togetner by a magni- 


(> 4 fient 
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ficent colonade, that of the Imperiale 
at this village of St. Pierre d Arena, 
and another of the Doria. The perfec- 
tion of architefture, and the utmoſt 
profuſion of rich furniture are to be ſeen 
here, diſpoſed with the moſt elegant 
taſte, and laviſh magnificence. Bur I 
am charmed with nothing ſo much as 
the collection of pictures by the penci's 
of Raphael, Paulo Veruneſe, Titian, Ca- 
racci, Michael Angelo, Guido and Car- 
reggio, which two I mention laſt as 
my particular favourites. I own, I can 
and, in my opinion, the more naturally 
a crucifix is repreſented, the more diſ- 
agreeable it is. Theſe my beloved pain- 
ters ſhew nature, and ſhew it in the 
moſt charming light. 1 was particu- 
larly pleaſed with a Lucretia in the houſe 

3 
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face and boſom, gives all the 
af pity and admiration, that could be 
raiſed in th. foul, by the ſineſt poem on 
tat ſubedt. A Cecpatra, of the 
fame hand, de erves to be mentioned ʒ 
and I ould ſay more of her. it Lucre- 
tia had not firſt engaged my eyes. —— 
Here are alſo ſome ine ſtimable ancient 
buſto”:. The Church of St. Law- 
rence is built of black and white 
marble, where is kept that famous plate 


it to him. The church of the um 
ciation is finely lined with marble ; the 
pillars are of red and white marble : that 

of 
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of St. Am!roſe has been very much 


adorn'd by the Jeſuits; but I confeſs 
all the churches appeared fo mean to 
me, after that of Sanda Sephia, I can 
hardly do them the honour of writinz 
down their names. But I hope you 
will own, I have made good utc of my 
time, in ſceing ſo much, fince tis not 


many days that we have been out of the 


quarantine, from which nobody is ex- 
empted coming from the I evant. 
Ours, indeed, was very much ſhortned, 
and very agreeably pais'd in Mrs D*4- 
Tenant's company, in the village of Sz. 
Pierre Larene, about a mile from Genoa, 
in a houſe built by Palladio, fo well 
deſigned, and fo nobly proportioned, 
"tw7a3 a pleaſure to walk in it. We were 


viſited here only by a few Engliſh, in 


the cum 2ny of a noble C:cnoefe, com- 
mifiicned to ice we did not touch one 


another. 


ncrder——1 Hel fog beer n deve 
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longer, and could almoſt wiſh it were for 
all my lite; but mine, I fear, is not 
deſtinꝰd to ſo much tranquillity, 


I am, &c. &c, 
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To the Counteſs f. 


Turin, Sept. 12, O. S. 1718. 
CAME, in two days, from Genoa, 

&A through fine roads to this place. I 
have already ſeen what 1s ſhew'd to ſtran- 
gers in the town, which indeed is not 
worth a very particular deſcription ; and 
I have not reſpect enough for the holy 
handkerehief, to ſpeak long of it. The 
churches are handſome, and fo is the 
King's palace; but I have lately ſeen 
ſuch perfection of architecture, I did not 
give much of my attention to theſe 


pieces. The town itfelf is fairly built, 


fuvated in 2 fine plain on the banks of 
the Po. At a little diſtance from it, 


we faw the palaces of La Yenerie, and 


* 
et —_—_ an: 
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La Valentin, both very agreeable re- 
treats. We were lodg'd in the Piazza 
Rejale, which is one of the nobleſt 
ſquares I ever faw, with a fine portico 
of white ſtone quite round it. We 


_ were immediately viſited by the Cheva- 


lier —, whom you knew in Eng- 
land, who, with great civility, begg'd 
to introduce us at court, which is now 
kept at Riuali, about a league from 
Turin. I went thither yeſterday, and 
being preſented to her by her firſt lady 
of honour, I found her Majeſty in 4 
magnificent apartment, with a train of 
handſome ladies all dreſs'd in gowns, 
amongſt which it was eaſy to diſtinguiſh 
the fair Princeſs of Carignan. The 
Queen entertain'd me with a world of 
ſweetneſs and affability, and ſeemed miſ- 


mb fo greet ne fred ok She 


did 
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did not forget to put me in mind of her 
Engliſh blood ; and added, that ſhe 
always felt, in herſelf, a particular in- 
clination to love the E nglifh. I returned 
her civility, by giving her the title of 
Majeſty, as often as I could, which 
perhaps ſhe will not have the comfort of 
hearing maay months Jlenger.——The 
King has a great deal of vivaciiy in his 
eyes; and the young Prince of Pied- 
mont, is a very handſome young man; 
but the great devotion, which this court 
is, at preſent, fallen into, does not 
permit any of thoſe entertainments proper 
for his age. Proceſſions and maſſes arc 
and gallantry is ſo criminal, that the 
poor Count of ———, who was our 
acquaintance at London, is very ſeri- 


ouſly diſgraced, for fome ſmall over- 
tures he preſlum'd to make to a maid 
S 
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of honour. I intend to ſet out to-mor- 
row, and to paſs thoſe drediul Alps, 
fo much talked of. If I come to the 
bottom, you ſhall hear of me. 


[ am, &c. & c. 


1961 
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Lyons, Sept. 25, O. S. 1718. 
RECEIVED, at my arrival 
and alſo letters from many of my other 
friends, deſign d to Conſtantinople, and 
ſent me from Marſeilles hither ; our 


our return. I am furprizcd to hear my | 


 fiſter — has left England. I fuppoſs 
what I wrote to her from Turin will be 
loſt, and where to direct I know nor, 
having no account of her affairs from 
her own hand. For my own part, I am 


_ confin'd to my chamber, having kept 
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my bed till yeſterday, ever ſince the 17th, 
that I came to this town, where I have 
had fo terrible a fever, I believ's for 
fome time, that all my journies were 
ended here; and I do not at all wonder 
that ſuch fatigues as I have paſſed, 
ſhould have fuch an effect. The firſt 
day's journey from Turin to Nevaleſſe, is 
through a very fine country, beautifu ly 
planted and enrich'd by art and nature. 
The next day we began to aſcend mount 
Ci, being carried in little feats of 
twiſted ofiers, fixed upon poles, upon 
mens ſhoulders ; our chaiſes taken to 
pieces and laid upon mules. 


* The prodigious profpett of mountains 


covered with eternal ſnow, of clouds 
hanging far below our feet, and of vaſt 
caſcades tumbling down the rocks with a 
confuſed 


Vo. III. H 
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confuſed roaring, would have been en 
rertaining to me, if 1 had fuſfer'd ks 


was wrapped in ; and I was half dead 

with cold before we got to the foot of 
hours after dark. This hill has a ſpa- 
cious plain on the top of it, and a fine 
lake there ; but the deſcent is fo ſteep 
and ſſippery. tis ſurprizing to ke theſe 
chairmen go ſo ſteadily as they do. Vet 
J was not half fo much afraid of break- 
ing my neck, as I was of falling fick, 
- +" ppt that I placed 


my fears right. 


The other mountains are now all 


| ( 200 ] 5 
ſpleen, from a forry inn, and a cham- 
ber cram'd with mortifying objefts of 


I am, &c. &c. 
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LETTER XLVIRL : 
To Mr. Pope. 


Lyons, Sept. 21, O. & 1718. 
RECEIVED yours here, and 
ſhould thank you for the plea- 

but I can hardly n 


at you, for rejoicing at what diſpicaſes 
me fo much. You will think this but 


an odd compliment on my fide. I'll 
aſſure you, tis not from infſenſibility of 
the joy of ſeeing my friends ; but when 
I confider that I muſt, at the ſame time, 
ſee and hear a thouſand 
umpertinents ; that I muſt receive and 
pay viſits, make curteſies, and aſſiſt at 
tea tables, where I ſhall be half killed 


H 3 with 
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with queſtions; and, on the other 
part, that I am a creature, that can- 
good wiſhes ; and that my preſence is 
not a neceſſary good to any one member 
of my native country, I think I might 
much Itter have ſtay'd where caſe and 
quiet made up the happineſs of my indo- 
lent life. ſhould certainly be melan- 
choly, if I purſued this theme one line 
farther. I will rather fill the remainder 
of this paper, with the inſcriptions on 
the tables of braſs, that are placed on 
each fide of the town-houſe. 


1. TABLE. 
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L TABLE. 


pat. inſertus. Servint. Tullius. i. ares. 


208 prolats.. 8 
num. ſed illo. C. Prins. revertar. ciuita 


1 TABLE. | 
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mague. riennenfium. quam. Inge. jam. 
temport. ſen2tores. buic. curiæ. confert. 
er. qua, colonia. inter. paucos. equeſtris. 
ordinis. arm . L. reflinum. fa- 
mil ria. diligo. it. bodieque. in. re- 
queke prime. frbtiram. grade. po 
mie. cum. ami. promoturi. dignitatis, 
fue... increments. ut. dirum. nomen. la- 
tronis. tactam. et. adi. illud. palefri 
an. prodiguum. quod. ante. in. domun. 
ſecuta. et. idm. de. fratre. us. poſſum. 

I bee. 
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Tempus. Gf. jam. Ti. Ceſar. Germanice 


1110 J 
noftri. ardinis. viros. non. penitet. timide. 
quidem. p. c. egreſſus. adſuetos. familiareſ- 
agenda. eff. in. qua. /i. quis. boc. intuetur. 
quod. bells. per. derem. annos. exercuerunt. 
dum julium. iden. oppenat. centun. anno” | 
rum. immobilem. idem. obſequiumque. mul- | 
Bis. trifidis. rebus. noftris. pluſquam. ex- | 
perium. il. patri. meo. Druſo. Germaniam. 


| was 
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I was alſo ſhewed, without the gate of 
St. Fuſtinus, fome remains of a Roman 
aqueduct ; and behind the monaſtery of 
St. Mary, there are the ruins of the Im- 
perial palace, where the Emperor CLav- 
bius was born, and where Severus 
lived. The great cathedral of St. John 
is a good Gothick building, and its 
clock much admired by the Germans. 
In one of the moſt conſpicuous parts of 
the town, is the late king's ſtatue ſer up, 
trampling upon mankind. I cannot for- 
bear ſaying one word here, of the French 
ſtatues (for I never intend to mention 
any more of them) with their gilded full- 
bottomed wigs. If their King had in- 
tended to expreſs in one image, gu- 
rance, ill taſte, and vanity, his ſculptors 
could have made no other figure, fo 
proper for that purpoſe, as this ſtatue, 
which repreſents the odd mixture of an 

1 . old 
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old dean, who had a mind to be a hero, 
with a buſhel of curPd hair on his head, 
and a gilt truncheon in his hand. 
The French have been fo voluminous on 
tte hiſtory of this town, I need ſay no- 
thing of it. The houſes are tolerably 
well built, and the Belle cour well planted, 
from whence is ſeen the celebrated join- 
ing of the Soane and Rhone. 


Di Rhodanus ingens amne pr arapido fluit 
* Arargue dubitans que fues fluttzs agat.” 
J have had time to ſee every thing 
with great leiſure, having been confin'd 
ſeveral days to this town by a ſwelling in 
my throat, the remains of a fever, occa- 
ſioned by a cold I got in the damps of 
me with all forts of diſtempers, if I dare 
ſtinacy of it, think it juſt as poſſible to 
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continue my way to Paris, with it, as to 
go about the ſtreets of Lyons, and am 
determin'd to purſue my journey to-mor- 


row, in ſpite of doctors, — and 
fore throats. 


When you ſee Lady R, tell her 
I have received her letter, and will an- 
fwer it from Paris, believing that the 
place that ſhe would moſt willingly hear 
of. 


I amy, &c. &c. 


Ve. . I LET- 
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LETTER XLN. 
To the Lady Rx. 


Paris, Oct. 10, O. S. 1718. 
CANNOT give my dear Lady 
R, a better proof of the plea- 
fare I have in writing to her, than chuſ- 
ing todo it in this ſeat of various amuſe- 
ments, where I am accablced with viſits, 
and thoſe fo full of vivacity and compli- 
to hearken, whether one anſwers or not. 
The French Ambaſſadreſs at Conftanti- 
nople, has. a very conſiderable and nu- 
merous family here, who all come to fee 
me, and are never weary of making en- 
had a good eſſect on me; for I was never 

in better health, though I have been 
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extreme ill, all the road from Lyons to 
this place. You may judge how agree- 
did not want that addition to make me 
dillike it. 1 gy pt 
objefts of miſery, except one 

God-like attribute of being capable to 
redreſs them; and all the country villages 
of France ſhew nothing elſe. While the 
comes out to beg, with ſuch miſerable 
ſtarv'd faces, and thin tattered cloaths, 
they need no other claquence to perſuade 
one of the wretchedneſs of their condi · 
tien. This is all the French magnifi- 
cence till you come to Fqxtaine-blean, 
hundred rooms in the King's hunting 
palace. The apartments nf the royal 
family are very large, and nel git: 
but I faw nothing in the architecture or 
1 12 painting 


„ 
painting worth remembring, The long 
gallery, alk by Henry IV. has prof- 
pects of all the King's houſes. - Its walls 
are defign'd after the tafte of thoſe times, 
is, indeed, finely wooded and water d, 
the trees well grown and planted, and 
in the fiſh-ponds are kept tame carp, 
faid to be, ſome of them, eighty years 
of age. The late King paſſed fome 
months every year at this ſeat; and 
all the rocks, round it, by the pious 
ſentences inſcribed on them, ſhew the 
devotion in faſhion at his court, which 
I believe died with him; at leaſt I fre 
no exterior marks of it at Paris, where 
- added 
ſent diverſion. 


The fair of St. Lourexce is now ip 


ſeaſon. You may be fure I have been 


& carried 


n 


na 
carried thither, and think it muck bet: 
ter diſpos d than ours of Bartholomew. 


| The ſhops being all fer in ws fo regu- 


larly, and well lighted, they made up a 
very agreeable ſpectacle. But I was not 


t all ſatisfied with the Graſſierie of their 
Harlequin, no more than with their mu- 


fic at the opera, which was abominably 
grating, after being uſed to that of Italy. 
Their houſe is a booth compared to that 


of the Hay-Market, and the play-houſe 


not ſo neat as that of Lincoln's Inn fields; 
any of ours. I ſhould hardly allow 
Mrs. O— 4 a better place than to be 
confidante to La——. I have ſeen the 


Tragedy of Bajazer fo well repre- 
ſented, that I think our beſt aftors can 


hear him fay that he is ſo, with a jolly 
face and a flupid ſmirk in his counte- 
nance. 4 propes of countenances, 1 
maſt tell you ſomething of the French 
ladies; I have ſeen all the beauties, and 
ſuch (I can't help making uſe of the 
coarſe word) nauſeous creatures fo fan- 
raftically abſurd in their dreſs! fo mon- 
ſtrouſiy unnatural in their paints ! their 
faces, and fo loaded with powder, that it 
makes it look like white wool! and on 
their cheeks to their chins, unmercifully 
hid on a ſhining red japan, that gliſtens 
in a moſt flaming manner, fo that they 
ſeem to have no reſemblance to human 
faces. I am apt to believe that they 
took the firſt hint of their dreſs, from a 
fair ſheep newly ruddled. *Tis with 
pleafure 1 recollect my dear pretty coun- 

4 oy 
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try women; — wood 


I, &c. &. 


P. S. I have met the Abbe here, who 
defires me to make his compliments to 
you. 


. E T. 
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LET TER IL 
To Mr. T ——. 


Paris, OR. 16, O. S. 1718. 
OU fee 'm juſt to my word in 
| writing to you from Paris, where 
] was very much ſurprized to meet my 
ſiſter. I need not add, very much 
She as little expected to fee 
me as I her (having not reqeiv'd my late 
letters) and this meeting would ſhine 
under the hand of de Scaderie, but 1 
ſhall not imitate his ſtyle fo far, as to 
tell you how often we embrac'd, how 
ſhe enquir'd by what odd chance I re- 
turn'd from Conſtantinople? And I an- 
ſwer'd her by aſking, what adventure 
brought her to Paris? To ſhorten the 
flory, all queſtions and anſuers, and ex- 
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clamations and compliments being over, 
we agreed upon running about together, 
and have feen FYerſailles, Trianon, 
Mari and St. Cloud. We had an order 
for the water to play for our diverſion, 
and I was followed thither by all the 
Engliſh at Paris. I own Verſailles ap- 
| peared to me rather vaſt than beautiful z 
tions of the Italian buildings, I thought 
the irregularity of it ſhocking, | 


| The King's cabinet of antiques and 
medals, is, indeed, very richly furniſh- 

ed. Amongſt that collection, none 
' pleaſed fo well as the Aputheofis of Ger- 
menicus, on a large agate, which is one 


of the moſt delicate pieces of the kind, 
that | remember to have ſen. I ob- 
ſery d ſome ancient ſtatues of great value. 
But the nauſeous flattery and tawdry 
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pencil of Lz Bau, are equally diſguſt- 


ing in the gallery. I will not pretend to 


deſcribe to you the great apartment, the 
vaſt variety of fountains; the theatre, 
the grove of ZXfop's fables, &c. all 
which you may read very amply parti- 
cularized in fome of the French authors, 


that have been paid for theſe deſcriptions. 


Trienon, in its linienefs, pleaſed me bet- 


ter than Verſailles ; Meri, better than 
_ either of them, and St. Cloud beſt of all, 


having the advantage of the Seine run- 
ning at the bottom of the gardens, 


the great caſcade, &c. You may find 


you have any curiofity to know the 


exact number of the ſtatues, and how 


many foot they caſt up the water. 


We faw the King's pictures in the 


magnificent houſe of the Duke D*Antin, 


information in the aforeſaid books, if 
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who has the care of * 


his Majeſty is of age. There are not 


many, but of the beſt hands. I looked 
with great pleaſure on the Ar. M Angel 
of Raynart, where the ſentiments of 
ſuperior beings are as well expreſſed as 
in Minoan. You won't forgive me, 
if I fay nothing of the Thuilleries, 
much finer than our Mal; and the 
Cour, more agreeable than our Hide- 
Park, the high trees giving ſhade in the 


| hotteſt ſeaſon. At the Lowvre, I had 


oder bong ac- 


ſpeaking of the court, I muſt fay I a 
nothing in France, that delighted me 
o much as to fee an Engliſhman (at 
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leaft 2 Briton) abſolute at Paris; I mean 


Peers extremely ge haut en bas,” and 


miſſion and reſpect. Poor ſouls 
puts me in mind of the place dis vittaires; 
but I wilt not take up your time and my 


In general, I think Paris has the ad- 
vantage of London in the neat pavement 
of them at nights, in the proportion of 
the ſlreets, the houſes being all built of 
ſtone, and moſt of thoſe belonging to 
cople of quality, being d by 
gardens. Put we ccrtainly may boaſt of 
a town very near twice as large, and 


ts. Low, who wa: dal Dube ant | 


is treated by them with the utmoſt ſub- 


| 
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when 1 dave fi43 that, 1 know anding 
elle we-furpaſs it in. I ſhall not con- 
tinue here long; if you have any thing 
to command me during my ſhort ſtay, 
_ write ſoon, and | ſhall take plezfure in 
— 


| am, &c. &c. 


4 LE T- 
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LETTER LL 
To the Abbot —. 


Dover, October 31, O. S. 1718. 
F AM willing to take your word for 
it that I ſhall really oblige you, by 
letting you know, as foon as poſſible, 
my ſafe paſſage over the water. I arriv- 


fed a whole night in the packet boat in ſo 
violent a manner, that the maſter, con- 
it proper to remove the mail and gave 
us notice of the danger. We call'd a 
liccle Gſhing boat, which could hardly 
make up to us; while all the people on 
board us were crying to heaven. *Tis 


| hard to imagine one's ſelf in a ſcene of 
greater horror than on fuch * 


ed this morning at Dover after being tof- | 


ä — — —V— ur 4 * 
MUM re —— 


not forbear being entertain'd at the 


ediivg to * 
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and yer ſhall I own it to you? tho” I was 
not at all willing to be drown'd, I could 


double diſtreſs of a fellow-paſſenger. 
She was an Engliſh lady that I had mer 
at Calais, who deſired me to let her go 
bought a fine point head, which ſhe was 
conti ĩving to conceal from the cuſtom- 
houſ: officers. When the wind grew 
high, and our little veſſel crack d, ſhe fell 
very heartily to her prayers, and thought. 
wholly of her foul. When it feem'd to 
abate, ſhe returned to the world! y care of 
her head-drefs, and addreſſed herſelf to 


 me——* Dear Madam, will you tak? 
"© care of this point? if it ſhould 


& loft! Lord have mercy en my foul !—— 


Pr, Madam, take care of this bead- 
©: dreſs.” This eaſy tranſition from ber 
foul to her head-drefs, and the alternate 


Þ agonies | 
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aponies that both gave her, made it hard 
to determine which ſhe thought of great- 
eſt value. But however the ſcene was 
not fo diverting but I was glad to get 
rid of it, and be thrown into the little 
boat, tho with fome hazard of break- 
ing my neck. It brought me ſaſe hi- 
ther, and I cannot heip locking with 
partiality was certainly given us by na- 
ture, to prevent rambling, the effect of 
an ambitious thirſt after knowledge, 
which we are not formed to enjoy. All 
we get by it is a fruitleſs defire of mix- 
ences which are given to the different 
parts of the world, and cannot meet in 
any one of them. After having read all 
that is to be found in the languages I am 
by midnight ſtudies, I envy. the caſy 
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peace of mind of a ruddy milk-maid, 
who, undiſturb'd by doubt, hears the ſer- 
mon, with humility, every Sunday, not 
having confounded the fentiments of 
natural duty in her head by the vain 
enquiries of the ſchools, who may be 
more learn'd, yet, after all, muſt re- 
main as ignorant. And after having 
| ſeen part of Alia and Africa and almoſt 
made the tour of Europe, I think the 
honeſt Engliſh ſquire more happy, who 
verily believes the Greek wines leſs de- 
licious than March beer, that the Afri- 
can fruits have not ſo fine a flavour as 
golden pippins, that the Beca gu 
of Italy are not fo well taſted as a 
rump of beef, and that in ſhort there 
is no perſect enjoyment of this life 
out of Old England. I pray God I may 
think fo for the reſt of my life; and ſince 
I muſt be contented with our ſcanty al- 
LS > low- - 


[ 130] | 
lowance of day-light, that I may forget 
the eahveniog fun of Conſtantinople. 


Law, &. &c. 


LET- 
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LETTER. III. 
To Mr. P ——. 


Dover, Novr. 1, O. S. 1718. 
Have this minute received a letter of 
1 yours ſent me from Paris. I believe 
and hope | ſhall very ſoon fee both you 
and Mr. Cangrere; but as | am here in 
an inn, where we ſtay to regulate our 
march to London, bag and baggage, I 
| ſhall employ ſome of my leiſure time in 
B anſwering that part of yours that ſeems 
to require an anſwer. 


| I muſt applaud your good na ure in 
| Ffuppoling that your paſloral lovers, 
| ( vulgarly card Haymakers) would 
} have livd in everlaſting joy and harmo- 

K 3 their 


3 
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their ſcheme of happineſs. I ſee no teaſon 
to imagine that aba Hugbes and Sarah 
Drew were either wifer or more virtuous 
than their neighbours. That a well ſet 
man of twenty-five ſhould have a fancy 
to marry a brown woman off eighteen, is 
nothing marvellous ; and l cannot help 
tiaking that had they married, their 
lives would have paſſed. in the common 
track with their fellow-pariſhioners. His 
endea ouring to ſhield her from a ſtorm 
was a natural action, and what he would 
have certainly done for his horſe, if he 
had been in the ſame ſituation. Neither 
am I of opinion that their ſudden death 
was a reward of their mutual virtue. 
You k:.ow the Jews were reprov'd for 
thinking a village deſtroyed by fire, more 
wicked than thoſe that had eſcaped the 
thunder. Time and chance happen to 
all men. Since you deſire me to try my 
f&i'] 


„ _ 
ſkill in an epizaph, I think the 
lines perhaps more juſt, een bre 
28 


Here lies Jahn Hughes and Sarah Drew 
Perhaps you'll fay, what's that to you? 
Believe me, friend, much may be ſaid 

On that poor couple that are dead. 
Or Sunday next they henld have married ; 
But ſee haw eddy things are carried ! 

On Ther fog bf it rain'd and lighted, 


But the BoLD THUNDER found them out 

(Commiſſion'd for that end no doubt ) 

Cafe d them to the ſhades of death. 

IF bo knows if "twas nct kindly done ? 

Fur had they ſeen the next year”s fun, 

A beaten wife and cuckald fwain 

Had jointly curs'd the marriage chain ; 

Now they are happy in their deom, 

For Port nas WROTE UPON THEIR 
TOMB, | 


I con- 
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1 bn we not alto- 
gether fo heroic as yours; but I hope 
you will forgive them in farour of the 
two laſt lines. You fee how much I eſ- 
teem the honour you have done them ; 
tho I am not very impatient to have the 
fame, and had rather continue to be 


be celebrated by all the pens in Eurnpe. 


I would write to Mr. C—— - ; but 


ſuppoſe you will read this to him if he 


THE END. 


— - — — * . 
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